
 

 

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
8:00 & 10:15 a.m. 

January 29, A.D. 2023 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
1623 Carmel Road  *  Charlotte, NC  28226 
 StJE.org  *  704-366-3034 

Welcome to worship!  We pray that our time of worship will express praise and thanks to 
God for the gift of Christ, and help you live a more faithful and abundant life. 
  

If you are a visitor, please know that we are delighted that you are here.  We know that 
following the beautiful and ancient worship of the Episcopal Church is not always easy for 
those unfamiliar with the Anglican tradition.  Please do not feel obligated to do anything 
but to enjoy the service reverently and expectantly. 
  

We invite newcomers to fill out a visitor’s card, found in the pew rack, and place it in the 
offering plate or hand it to one of our ushers or clergy.  
 

Due to the ongoing pandemic, some people will be wearing masks, but they are not    
required at this time when gathering indoors in large groups.  Please be mindful of those 
whose health conditions or concerns may require the use of masks and social distancing. 
  

If you have young children, please know they are more than welcome at St. John’s.   
Changing stations are available in the bathrooms.  A nursery for children ages 3 and   
younger is available on the lower level if needed on Sundays from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  
Please see an usher to help you locate the nursery.  
 

Hearing assistance devices are also located at the rear exit of the church. Please see an 
usher if you need assistance.  Audio-induction hearing loops are available for use with      
hearing aids. 
 

Please be advised that the 10:15 Sunday Service is live-streamed to St. John’s web site, 
Facebook and YouTube accounts.  
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8:00 & 10:15 a.m.—The Holy Eucharist:  Rite Two 

 

The Word of  God 
Organ Voluntary Trumpet in D major John Stanley 
Hymn 616  Hail to the Lord’s anointed Woodbird 
 

Acclamation and Collect for Purity  Book of Common Prayer, Page 355 
Celebrant Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Gloria in excelsis               Setting:  Robert J. Powell, Hymnal S-280 (spoken at 8:00)   Page 356 
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Copyright ©1985 by Church Publishing, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A-711238. 
  

The Collect of  the Day                                   Page 215 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray.  Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven 
and on earth:  Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your 
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
  
Old Testament Lesson:  Micah 6:1-8                                                        NRSV 

Hear what the LORD says:  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills 
hear your voice.  Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you enduring         
foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a controversy with his people, and he will contend 
with Israel.   

“O my people, what have I done to you?  In what have I wearied you?  Answer me!  For 
I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I 
sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember now what King Balak of 
Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to 
Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”  
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 “With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high?  Shall I 
come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?  Will the LORD be pleased with 
thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil?  Shall I give my firstborn for my       
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”  He has told you, O mortal, what is 
good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with your God?  
Reader  The Word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
Gradual:  Psalm 15   Domine, quis habitabit?        (spoken at 8:00)                       Page 599 
  

1   LORD, who may dwell in your /tabernacle? * 
  who may abide upon your holy /hill? 
2   Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is /right, * 
  who speaks the truth from his /heart. 
3   There is no guile upon his tongue; 
      he does no evil to his /friend; * 
  he does not heap contempt upon his /neighbor. 
4   In his sight the wicked is re/jected, * 
  but he honors those who fear the /LORD. 
5   He has sworn to do no /wrong * 
  and does not take back his /word. 
6   He does not give his money in hope of /gain, * 
  nor does he take a bribe against the /innocent. 
+7 Whoever does these /things *                                        +Second half of double chant 
  shall never be over/thrown. 
 
New Testament Lesson:  I Corinthians 1:18-31                                            NRSV 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God.  For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”  Where is the one who is wise?  Where is 
the scribe?  Where is the debater of this age?  Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world?  For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God 
decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe.  For Jews     
demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to 
Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God.  For God’s foolishness is wiser than human            
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.   

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters:  not many of you were wise by human 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth.  But God chose what is   
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
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strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to    
nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God.  He is the source of 
your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and           
sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in 
the Lord.”  
Reader  The Word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
(8:00) Gospel Alleluia 
                      Sung by all 
 
(10:15)  Hymn 550 Jesus calls us o’er the tumult of the world’s wild, restless sea Restoration 
 
The Holy Gospel:  Matthew 5:1-12       NRSV 
Reader      The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
People      Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his       
disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:   

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.   
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.   
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.   
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.   
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.   
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.   
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.   
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven.   
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for 
in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”  
Reader  The Gospel of the Lord  
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
The Sermon                                                                 The Rev. Peter M. Floyd 
 
The Nicene Creed                                                                                         Page 358 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
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made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven:  by the power of the Holy Spirit he be-
came incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was cruci-
fied     under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has 
spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
The Prayers of  the People:  Form III                                                              Page 387 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
  That we all may be one. 
  

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
  That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
  

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
  That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
  

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
  That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
  

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
  That our works may find favor in your sight. 
  

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
  That they may be delivered from their distress. 
  

Give to the departed eternal rest. 
  Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
  

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
  May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.   Silence 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  Silence  

The People may add their own petitions.  The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. . . . Amen. 
  
Confession of  Sin and Absolution            Page 360 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.              The people kneel. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you 
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with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry 
and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name.  Amen. 
Celebrant    Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life.  Amen. 
  
The Peace 
Celebrant:   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:       And also with you.    
(All gathered may greet one another in the Name of the Lord.) 
 
Birthday/Anniversary Prayer—O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we 
pray, on your servant(s) as they celebrate(s) another year.  Grant that they may  continue 
to grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days 
of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

(10:15) Children’s Sermon 
 

The Holy Communion 
(10:15) Offertory Anthem      Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace                       Herbert Sumsion 
Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee.  The darkness is no darkness with 
thee, but the night is as clear as the day.  The darkness and the light to thee are both alike.  God is light, 
and in him is no darkness at all.  O let my soul live, and it shall praise thee.  For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, for evermore. -—Isaiah 26:3, Psalm 139:12, I John 1:5, Psalm 119:175,                  
Matthew 3:13 
 
Hymn 380, st. 3                      Praise God from whom all blessings flow      Old Hundredth 
 
The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer A        The people stand. Page 361 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant    It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. . . . Therefore we praise you, joining our voices 
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with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn 
to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Hymnal S-128, William Mathias.  Copyright ©1976, Oxford University Press.   
Reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A-711238. 

  
The people stand or kneel. 
 
 

Holy and gracious Father:  In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 
you, the God and Father of all.   
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a    
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:   
  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
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We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and   
thanksgiving.  Recalling his death,  resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.  Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ:  By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  AMEN. 

 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, Page 364 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into         
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The Breaking of  the Bread 
Fraction anthem:  My flesh is food indeed (Ray W. Urwin, Hymnal S-169)               
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Copyright ©1984 by Ray W. Urwin for Church Publishing, Inc.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A-711238 
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Looking ahead to the Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany, February 5 
Isaiah 58:1-9a, Psalm 112, I Corinthians 2:1-12, Matthew 5:13-20 

Invitation to Communion 
All baptized Christians, including children, are invited to receive Communion.  Please stand or kneel to receive             
Communion.  The bread will be placed on your palm.  Then you may arise or wait to receive the cup, grasping the base to 
guide it to your lips.  If you want the minister to dip the wafer in the wine, please keep the bread in your hand, and s/he 
will dip the wafer and place it between your fingers or on your tongue.  Those who do not wish to receive Communion are 
welcome to come forward for a blessing, indicated by crossing your arms over your chest.  If  you would like to receive gluten 
free bread, please tell the priest. 
 
(10:15) Communion Hymns 
 Hymn 560  Remember your servants, Lord Beatitudes 
 Hymn 593  Lord, make us servants of your peace Dickinson College 
 Hymn 178  Alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord Alleluia No. 1 

 Hymn 490  I want to walk as a child of the light Houston 
 
Commissioning of  Home Communion Visitors 
When Communion is to be taken to homebound parishioners, Eucharistic ministers will be sent forth from our 
gathering with the consecrated bread using these words: 
Celebrant:  In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that       

those to whom you go may share with us in the Body and Blood of Christ. 
People:   We who are many are one body, for we all share one bread, and one cup. 
 
Postcommunion  Prayer  Page 365 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the            
Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

The Celebrant may bless the people. . . . Amen. 
 

Hymn 410                            Praise, my soul, the King of heaven              Lauda anima 
The Dismissal:  Thanks be to God. 
Voluntary                                         In thee is joy                                                        J. S. Bach  
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January 29, A.D. 2023 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
1623 Carmel Road 

Charlotte, North Carolina  28226   
Web site:  StJE.org    704-366-3034 

Vestry 
Fred Alexander (Senior Warden), Shirley de la Canal, Brian Emigh, Grant Hawgood,  

Cate Miner (Youth Rep.), Sarah Morgan, John Newton, John Patrick, Erin Richardson,  
Toni Robinson, Elizabeth Sigmon (Junior Warden), Jen Walker (Clerk), Clayton Watkins 

Clerics 
The Rev. Peter M. Floyd, Rector 

The Rev. Dr. Brad Smith, Senior Associate Rector 
The Rev. Richard J. Clark, Associate Rector 

The Rev. Wendy Merrill, Deacon 
 

Musicians 
Mr. Alan C. Reed, Organist and Choirmaster 
Ms. Angela Swicegood, Assisting Organist 

Ms. Tracy Reed, Assistant for Children’s Choirs 
Ms. Madeline Seconi, Soprano Section Leader 

Mr. Greg McAbee, Master of the Choirs of Bell and Chime 
Mr. Jamey Graves, Associate for Technology and Music 

If you would like to contribute 
digitally to the general offering, 
 just scan the QR code below  

with your smart phone. 
  
  
  
  
  

 
You may also pay from our web 
site or mail a check to the church 

office. 

How to Receive Communion 
 

   
 

 

 

To receive a blessing only 
(no bread or wine) or to  

decline the chalice. 

To receive the bread alone.  

To drink from the chalice, 
please help guide it to your 

lips. 

To receive gluten free bread, just 
ask the priest. 

For Intinction  
Please leave the bread in your hands. 

The chalice bearer will take it from 
you dip it in the wine, and return it to 
you. Do not attempt to dip the bread 

in the chalice yourself. 


