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In the last few months our days
have become shorter and our nights
have become longer. This trend will
continue until right around the time of
Christmas when our days begin to
lengthen. This seasonal process seems
to be an excellent metaphor for what
the world experienced when our Lord
Jesus was born into it. The days before
Christ were spiritually dark; all the
people had at that time was the hope
that a savior, the messiah, would come
to set things right. Many people were
looking for a great political figure that
would, with God’s favor, conquer
Israel’s enemies in His name like the
great prophets of old. Then suddenly in
the middle of that darkness came a small
glimmer of light found in a baby; one
outcast and born among the animals.
When Mary and Joseph looked into the
eyes of this miracle, they must have
been overwhelmed with a great sense of
hope because they were among the first
to realize that God’s promise was being
fulfilled. They must have looked at this
child and wondered how the “Son of
the Most High” could be lying in a
manger, helpless, and totally in their
care. They must also have then gotten a
sense of God’s love for us and his desire
to be in a relationship with us. They
would realize this overwhelming
blessing because in front of them lay
God himself, who was allowing himself
to be lowered, emptied, and humbled
for their sake by taking on human form.
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No doubt Mary and Joseph wondered
what type of future lay before them and
what role this child would play in it.
Perhaps they hoped for political peace

“Little did they realize that God had
much larger plans; plans to destroy
sin, conquer evil, and begin the process
of changing the very nature of heaven
and earth by providing for us a way to
come into his presence forever.”
and prosperity like everyone else. Little
did they realize that God had much
larger plans; plans to destroy sin,
conquer evil, and begin the process of
changing the very nature of heaven and
earth by providing for us a way to come
into his presence forever.
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With the seasons of Advent and Christmas before us, I
hope that each of us will take the time to contemplate
this great mystery, to share it with our children, and to
gain a greater appreciation for God’s love, mercy, and
unlimited faithfulness. I pray that this will be a time of
renewal among our individual families, remembering that
Jesus was also born and lived in a family. I pray that this
will also be a time of rejuvenation for us as a parish

family as we journey through the preparations of Advent
in joyful expectation that we will be able to look together
into the manger and realize how our hope has been
fulfilled.
Faithfully in Christ,
The Rev. Peter Floyd+

ADULT FORMATION
From the Senior Associate Rector : Adult Formation Programs

G

deep-diving The Rev. Julia Gatta’s (https://
theology.sewanee.edu/faculty-staff/julia-gatta/) latest
book, “Life in Christ.” She is the Professor of Pastoral
Theology at Sewanee. I am in conversation with her to
see if she’d be willing and available to be with us
virtually at different times throughout the coming
seasons as we engage her book. In it, she does a very
thorough work focusing on the theological and
liturgical fundamentals of our Episcopal faith so that
we can indeed do the holy work of integrating our
beliefs into how we live on a daily basis, in and outside
of the Sunday worship experience. We’ll be looking at
topics such as:
1. Reliving Christ’s Death and Resurrection
(Baptism in our lives)
2. Communion with Christ (Eucharist in our lives)3.
Sanctifying Time Through the Liturgical Round
(The Daily Office and the Annual Seasons of
the Church in our lives)
4. Prayer in Solitude
5. Practices for the Journey

reetings St. John’s. It seems that more than
anytime before we are witnessing in the church
the importance of being together and valuing one
another as members of the body of Christ and not just
pew partners. Habits have been severely altered. We are,
possibly for the first time in our parish lives, being exposed
to a simple but significant question: why are we disciples of
Christ? Indeed, why DO we do this week in and week out?
Jesus offers a clear starting point when he replies to the
lawyer who wants to prove himself (Luke 10:25-28)…
LOVE; love God, love neighbor, and live; love of God
first, which then nurtures love of neighbor. Any other
reason besides love of God and neighbor would seem
therefore to be secondary at best. But love is not so easy
to locate at the center of our daily lives as so much
competes for our affection, our loyalties, and our attention.
This is the work of being Christ’s follower; constantly
practicing love by giving it away in every aspect of our
worship and our interactions with God in the world and
our neighbors, no exceptions. To this work, St. John’s is
providing specific offerings this coming season that can aid
you in that transformational project. They will require
diligence and attention, as well as attendance. They will
invite you to explore, to share with one another, and to dig
deep not just into what you think, but in who you are a
child of God and as a disciple. It will be another beginning
of your journey into the heart of God.

Lenten Offerings:
1. Sacred Ground (led by trained facilitators Jackie John &
Lauren Phillips): Sacred Ground is a film-and-readingsbased dialogue series on race, grounded in faith. Small
groups are invited to walk through chapters of America’s
history of race and racism, while weaving in threads of
The Adult Forum (Sundays, 10:00-11:00, Parish Hall). family story, economic class, and political and regional
The Adult Forum theme for the Winter/Spring is
identity. The 10-part series is built around a powerful
“Life in Christ.” This past Fall, we worked under the online curriculum of documentary films and readings that
theme of Living Christian Discipleship. Our
focus on Indigenous, Black, Latino, and Asian/Pacific
reflections challenged us to consider our faith not
American histories as they intersect with European
merely as creedal statements, but as a way of life. We American histories. Sacred Ground is part of Becoming
will continue to challenge ourselves in this regard by
Beloved Community, The Episcopal Church’s long-term
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commitment to racial healing, reconciliation, and justice in our
personal lives, our ministries, and our society. This series is
open to all, and especially designed to help people talk with
each other. Participants are invited to peel away the layers
that have contributed to the challenges and divides of the
present day – all while grounded in our call to faith, hope and
love.

profound and fundamental tenet of our faith: NOTHING can
separate us from the love of God. I take to heart his use of
the word “nothing” when I am tempted to make exceptions.
Indeed, we are forever in God’s love and care, no matter what
is going on around us. These programs are intended to bring
this truth front and center before faith. We live and move
and have our being in God who is love (Acts 17:28) and by
extension in that same love, we live and move and have our
being with our
neighbors.

2. Lenten Bible Study for Adult Forum
3. Adult Confirmation: In anticipation of Bishop HodgesCopple’s visitation on May 15, 2022, we’ll be starting our
Adult Confirmation class several weeks prior. Be on the look
out for registration.

God bless you this
coming year. May you
find your souls fed by
returning to the body
4. Ongoing Weekly Offerings:
of Christ at St. John’s,
Our weekly offerings will continue. These can be found in
where the Spirit works
the “Groups" section of Realm: Book Club with Matt
through each of us to
Williams, 3 weekly Bible Studies, Lectio Divina on Thursdays, richly feed us all.
Centering Prayer on Thursdays, fellowship activities,
Daughters of the King, The Rosary Group, Labyrinth
In Christ,
Keepers, and others.
Brad+
In closing, I’m reminded of Romans 8:31-39. Given all we’ve
been through and are still going through, Paul lifts up a

EYC NEWS
EYC Future Planning and Vision

L

earn, Pray, Serve, Worship , Love, Give- these five
scriptural truths hang on the walls of the youth’s
third floor dedicated space. When I was
interviewing in the summer and Peter walked me through
the youth space, I was struck by the involvement and
dedication of the youth and adults who work with youth at
St. John’s. This is indeed the good work Christ gives us all
to do. We are called and blessed to:

participation, and dedication from and for our youth
ministries. During Advent we look forward to continuing
our regular EYC meetings, Sunday school classes,
Confirmation classes, the Angel Tree service project, and
the Christmas lock-in. When we return in the new year, we
reconvene with an EYC Welcome Back Dinner and
prepare for the Winter Retreat.

Learn as disciples
Pray as believers
Serve as loving neighbors
Worship in the beauty of holiness
Love as Christ loves us
Give and share our talents, time and treasure with
others and our church

Now, during the new church year, the matters of vision and
planning lead us to a question: This new year, how will we
ask for new eyes to see God and see the needs in God’s
world? As we vision and plan with our youth-led Design
Team, the Advisors, Peter, and Rachel, we look forward to
the year to come as we learn, teach, pray, serve, worship,
and love others in our church and community.

•
•
•
•
•
•

In Christ,

As EYC finishes the first half of this programming year, I
remain impressed with the continued loving leadership,

Rich+

3

THE EPISTLE

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
Celebrating the Twelve Days of Christmas Family Activities
TWELVE FOR TWELVE
Living the 12 Days of Christmas
Let’s settle one thing right at the start: the Twelve Days of Christmas is a church season in which we celebrate the
birth of Jesus. While the secular world seems to think that the Christmas season ends on Christmas Day, good
Episcopalians are just starting twelve days of celebration once we get to December 25th. To help you and your
family honor the season and all that occurs on the church calendar during that time, we offer the following ideas
for marking each day of Christmas.
December 25 – Christmas Day!!!
Enjoy celebrating the Nativity of Jesus with your friends and family on this First Day of Christmas!
December 26 – Feast of St. Stephen
Beyond being the first martyr, Stephen was one of the first deacons of the Church, charged with caring for the
widows, the poor, and those in need. In the spirit of St. Stephen’s day, do something today to help someone in
the community. You could gather items to donate to an outreach organization, make some care packs to hand
out to homeless neighbors, or donate some time to help at an outreach program. No matter what your family
chooses to do, you will be sharing your blessings and the light of Christ to others.
December 27 – Feast of St. John the Evangelist
It is our parish namesake’s day! To help honor his spirit of evangelism (sharing the Good News about Jesus),
pick out a few of your family’s favorite Christmas hymns (from the hymnal) and print out the lyrics. Practice the
songs a few times, and then head out to do some quick Christmas caroling together. Whether it is caroling to
friends and neighbors, or to folks heading to and from Harris Teeter, this is a fun and easy way to share your love
of Jesus with others.
December 28 – Holy Innocents Day
While the origin of this day stems from a tragic part of the Nativity story (see Matthew 3:16-18), it does provide a
great opportunity to do some good for babies today. There are several organizations who help babies whose
families are in need. Check out Baby Bundles (https://babybundlesnc.org) for information on making no-sew
baby blankets or on donating baby clothing. You can also purchase diapers to donate to St. John’s own Hagar’s
Basket. Either way you are doing something great to help care for the most basic needs of a child in need.
December 29
Share a bit of fun by giving out neighborhood Christmas Light Awards. Come up with a list of awards that your
family could give out to recognize the best Christmas light displays in your neighborhood. These could be silly
(such as The Chilly Penguin Award for Best Use of Blue Lights in a Christmas Display) or serious (such as the
Best Nativity Scene) or personal (such as Grayson’s Favorite Christmas Lights). Once you decide on your
categories, make some simple awards or certificates for each category. Then during the evening, walk/drive
4
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through your neighborhood and determine which house deserves each award. Leave the award in the mailbox for
your neighbors to find, or better yet, present it to your neighbor in person!
December 30
Time to be a bit daring and play Meal of Fortune! Ask your family to come up with a list of six appetizers, six
entrees items, six side dishes, and six desserts. Then roll a die for each category to determine what you are having
for dinner. Sure, you might end up with cocktail meatballs, tuna casserole, creamed corn, and banana pudding,
but it will likely be a meal to remember!
December 31
While many people have customs and celebrations for ringing in a new year, consider adding a new tradition. At a
family dinner, or dinner party, invite everyone to bring something that symbolizes a blessing received from God
during the year. During or after the meal, ask everyone to explain the blessing they received and how it was
important to them. Close the meal with some prayer time to thank God for all of His blessings in the past year,
and to ask for His continued presence and blessings in the coming year.
January 1 – Feast of The Most Holy Name of our Lord, Jesus Christ
St. Paul writes in Philippians 2:10 that God gave Jesus, “the name that is above every name, that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bend, of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth.” On this day we celebrate the
Holy Name of Jesus. After talking about what the name of Jesus means to you, take some time to make paper
“name snowflakes” and talk about the origin of the names of your family. (Directions for making the name
snowflakes can be found here: https://www.littlepassports.com/blog/craft-diy/personalized-name-snowflakecraft)
January 2
Christmas is a time when “heaven and nature sing” at the birth of Jesus. Today, help nature celebrate with
Christmas for the animals! You could make some pine cone bird feeders or string up some popcorn for the
squirrels or deer. You could give out some special pet treats for people walking their dogs on your street. You
could buy some supplies for an animal shelter. Just do something to share a bit of Christmas cheer with all the
creatures of the earth today.
January 3
Continue your Christmas festivities and the start of a new year by trying a new food or restaurant. We live in a
city with lots of culinary and cultural options, so take advantage of it and boldly try something new. Shake up
your taste buds by sampling some schnitzel, munching on mussels, or tasting some tabbouleh. Even if it is just
trying that trendy downtown burger joint, try something new today.
January 4
It is time for the Christmas Trivia challenge! You can find tons of free Christmas trivia questions and answers on
the internet. Go find some questions that would make your trivia night successful. Whether it is general trivia
about Christmas, or questions about your favorite Christmas movies, you are bound to have fun seeing who has
the most Christmas knowledge to go with their Christmas cheer. Don’t forget to have a prize for the winning
team!
Continued on Page 7
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PRESCHOOL
“Start Children off on the way they should go, and even
when they are old, they will not turn from it.”
Proverbs 22:6
From the Preschool

D

id you know we have Children’s Chapel at St. John’s Preschool? It is twenty minutes of the best introduction to
living a Christian life and having a faith-filled relationship with God that you will find. Through Old and New
Testament Bible stories, interactive learning, role playing, prayer and, most importantly, song and celebration,
each week our preschool children are taught how God’s love can endure all things. For many of our children, weekly
chapel is their first introduction to the church and bringing these stories to life leaves a lifelong impact. Mrs. Cole has
made it her mission to educate our preschool children in the ways of Christ, by helping them understand the meaning in
many of the traditional Bible stores. By revealing to the children, the importance of God’s love, Mrs. Cole and the teachers
have shown them the first steps in their Christian journey-to always have God in their heart.
One of our most important chapel journeys is the nine weeks the children learn the fruits of the spirit. In a world with so
much turmoil, sadness, and hate, instilling these values in our children from day one is more important than ever. The
timing of this journey takes us from Epiphany through Lent, a time of introspection and self-reflection in the Church. It is
also the perfect time for the children to learn how important it is for them to follow the teaching of Jesus by using the
fruit of the spirit in their daily life. We must love God and Jesus, and to love one another. To be joyous and show their
love of God in everything they do. To be peaceful and always have patience, even when it is hard. To be kind always and
be a good person who takes care of our world. To have faithfulness through worship and prayer. To have gentleness with
those in need. And to always do their best to have self-control with their bodies and words. Our fruit of the spirit song, a
spectacle to see and hear, is so catchy, you will find the kids singing it for year to come.
When Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them; for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as
these.” Matthew 19:14, his message is timeless. The little children are the future, and the Children’s Chapel at St. John’s is
taking them on their first faith filled Christian journey, by instilling in them the importance of always having God in your
heart.
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12 Days of Christmas Cont.

January 5
On this last day of Christmas, treat yourselves to a full-on Hot Chocolate bar: marshmallows, raspberry syrup,
whipped cream, whatever you would like to add to make it your supreme hot cocoa. If the weather permits,
bundle up and head outside with your hot chocolate to do some star gazing. Spend this time imagining you were
with the magi following the star to find the newborn king. You can also talk about how you seek out Jesus in
your lives today.
Bonus - January 6 – Epiphany Day
Although this is the first day of a new season, there is a great activity to mark the start of Epiphany: the blessing
of your home by “chalking” your door. Gather your family around the door to your home. Using a piece of
chalk, write above the door the first two numbers of the year, followed by the letters C, M, and B, and then the
final two numbers of the year. Each element is separated by a cross. For 2022 the inscription would be:
20+C+M+B+22. Tradition tells us the letters stand for Caspar, Malchior, and Bethasar, the three magi who
followed the star to find Jesus. The letters also mean “Christus mansionem benedicat” or “May Christ bless this
dwelling”. After marking your door, offer this prayer:
May all who come to our home this year rejoice to find Christ living among us; and may we seek and serve, in everyone we
meet, that same Jesus who is your incarnate Word, now and forever. Amen.
God of heaven and earth, you revealed your only-begotten Son to every nation by the guidance of a star. Bless this house and
all who inhabit it. Fill us with the light of Christ, that we may reflect your love. We ask this through Christ our Savior.
Amen.
Loving God, bless this household. May we be blessed with health, goodness of heart, gentleness, and abiding in your will.
We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen.
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OUTREACH COMMITTEE

T

he Outreach Committee has an active schedule for
the 4th quarter of 2021. We began by focusing on
Charlotte Family Housing for the month of
October. Charlotte Family Housing expressed a need to
restock their pantry and St. John’s stepped up to help. A
truck-bed load and more were delivered to Charlotte
Family Housing October 30th as the EYC held a Trunk-orTreat for the children. The monetary gifts received were
donated to Charlotte Family Housing to allow them to
buy items which were difficult to donate, such as frozen
meals.

Committee will request specific items to donate to Loaves
and Fishes each week in the E-Newsletter. Donations can
be dropped off in the donation bins labeled Loaves and
Fishes.
Lastly as 2021 comes to an end, we will be electing a new
Vice Chair of the Outreach Committee at our December
meeting. Current Vice Chair, Brian Emigh, will be taking
over as Chair for 2022. If you are interested in joining the
Outreach Committee, please reach out to any committee
member through Realm.
Thomas Walker

The ECW will be hosting the Win Robinson Memorial
Christmas Giving Tree again this year for children who
attend Merry Oaks. The tree will be located in the second
floor reception area. The ECW will also be asking for
volunteers to help deliver and distribute the gifts at Merry
Oaks in December. Please consider volunteering as well as
purchasing gifts for children to help ensure the children of
Merry Oaks have a wonderful Christmas.

To close out 2021, the Outreach Committee’s monthly
focus for December will be Loaves and Fishes. Loaves
& Fishes provides nutritionally balanced groceries to
individuals and families in Charlotte-Mecklenburg who are
in a short-term crisis. Similar to the food drive for
Charlotte Family Housing in October, the Outreach
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Operation Sandwich

S

t. John’s has a long history of serving our homeless neighbors. But we have not always helped in the same way
over the decades. The ways in which we provide aid to the homeless change from time to time, as the spiritual
gifts and passions of the parish evolve. We find ourselves at one of these moments of change, and the prospect of
an exciting outreach opportunity known as Operation Sandwich.
Operation Sandwich is a program to help an organization called Roof Above. This organization provides a host of
services to our homeless neighbors, from basic meal programs to transitional housing options. Every day, the soup
kitchen at Roof Above requires 900 sandwiches to go along with lunches, or for participants to take with them.
Operation Sandwich invites individuals and groups in the community to take a day and make some, or all, of the
sandwiches needed for that day.
Some members of the Outreach Committee, along with a few parishioners with a passion for helping our homeless
neighbors, recently decided to give Operation Sandwich a trial run. Their hope is that, after trying out different
approaches and learning about the logistics and other details, St. John’s will be ready to join Operation Sandwich on a
regular basis. The test runs take place in November, December, and January, with various numbers of sandwiches being
prepared each time. If all goes well, the parish-wide launch of our Operation Sandwich ministry will start in February.
There are already some great benefits we have discovered in the trial period. These include:
It is a very quick and straight-forward service project. With a simple assembly line you can make hundreds of
sandwiches in about 30 minutes.
It is something almost anyone can do, making it easy for families and groups of friends to do together.
It is something that can be done as often as we want, rather than being limited to a few months each year.
If you are looking for an outreach project to become involved in, or if you were previously involved in the Room in the
Inn program and want to continue to serve the homeless, please keep an eye out for more information about Operation
Sandwich. Hopefully this will become a great way for St. John’s to continue to serve our neighbors in need.
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Weekly Announcements

Sunday Bulletin

Realm

Livestream Team

T

his ministry seeks to reach out to the broader St. John’s
community and include them in our regular Sunday
services. Being a volunteer in this ministry is immersive,
engaging and educational.
Things you’ll learn:
•
•
•

The order of service and why it’s important.
How to operate a simple livestream system.
How livestreaming connects us to a larger community.

This opportunity is open to ages 13 and up and time
commitments are Sunday mornings at 8:15 AM until 10:15 AM.
We livestream the 8:45 AM service. To learn more on how you
can help contact Jamey Graves, Associate for Technology and
Music.

St. John’s
Annual Parish Meeting
January 24th, 2022
10:00 a.m.
St. John’s Parish Hall
_______________
Join us as we announce the
beginning of a new process to
determine where the Spirit is
calling St. John’s.
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DATES TO KEEP
December

24 Christmas Eve Services
3:00pm With Brass and Soloist
Hot Chocolate Bar following the service

5:00pm With Brass and Praise Band
Hot Chocolate Bar following the service

7:00pm With Brass and Choir
10:30pm Music prelude with a special carol written by John Rutter in
honor of all the medical professionals dealing with Covid-19.
Charlie Riddle, soloist
11:00pm With Brass and Choir and Incense

25 Christmas Day Service
10am with Organ and Carols

January
5 Twelfth Night Event
14-16 Winter Retreat
March
1 Pancake Supper
2 Ash Wednesday
April
10 Palm Sunday
17 Easter
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